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Hairs and graces

James Waldron on the three Ts of wet-shave houses

Fears ago | was
an  enthusiastic
patron of Piers
Adam's  estab-

. lishments.  His
varous nightclubs and  bars
wonld entice me on an almost
nightly basis, and then, once
a month, 1 would repair to his 8
now-defunct barber’s. Adam’s |
of London was designed for
the type of man who isn't really
comfortable in the poncey and
brittle atmosphere of a unisex
‘salon’, but nonetheles seeks
style and hoxury, The staff wore
proper barbers” jackets, rather
than camp, two-sizes-too-small
T-shirts, but the place was una-
shamedly chic. And modern:
they had natty keyboards set
into the leather armrests for
example, so you could surf the
net while being attended to.

MNowadays, what with BlackBerry-type kit,
perhaps that feature could be seen as old-
Tashioned. A fact that does lend weight to the
policy af simply never acknowledging the pas-
sage of dme. Such is the strategy followed by
that triumvirate of old wet-shave houses, the
three Ts: Taylor's, Trumper’s, and Troefitt &
Hill {truefittandhill.co.uk). The last lays claim
to being the oldest barber’s shop in the
world, established in 1805, That, of
course, was the year of Nelson's
most famous victory, and
the ‘Trafalgar range
of aftershaves (as
light and
refresh-
ing oS
ocean Spray)
remain  the patriot’s
choice. Since that date
the company has ushered
through its door any number of illustri-
ous figures, including Winston Churchill
(whose barber had to pay great atten-
tion 0 avoid depositing any lather on the
Romeo v Julieta on which the great man
would puff throughout).

But it is Geo. E Tromper (trumpers.com)
which is the most trad. There are, [ am told,
no plans to open an outlet in Caesar’s Palace
in Las Vegas, as Truefitts have done, and the
gentlemen’s club character of the Curzon
Street shop remains intact. | found this in no
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Truefitt & Hill

way alienating when I visited the place the
other day (proof, I suppose. that T've left my
glamorous and vouthful days behind me),
Fusty is the word some might use, but it must
be entirely divorced from its more literal,
olfactory meaning, because even Trumper's
greatest detractor couldn't deny that the com-
pany is in possession of some fantastic scents.
When Mr Gary. the man assigned
to look after me, passed the Rose
shaving cream under my nose,
the porpeous Turkish-delight
smell was almost enough o
allow me to overcome my -
tional fear of the barber’s shop
shave, Indeed, the man hirn-
self was an excellent
advertisement fior
his own ability
with the blade,
boasting  facial

skin which
wold have
shamed the
average  bahy's

=" hottom, However,
since I'd shaved that
morming, Mr Gary suggested 1 pariook

of a *head friction’ instead. The name
sounded almost as frightening as “cut-throat
razor, but it tums oot to be a wholly agreeable,
and very aromatic, indulgence. Tt imvobes the
repeated Upping on to the cranium, and the
massaging in, of copious quantities of the after-

shave of vour choice. It's a deeply
reliaxing experience, but with the
added piguancy of the liguid's
tingling away om the skin. [ chose
the Extract of Limes, which is a
truly magnificent summertime
scent, bur the sheer wolume
used meant that it was a mistake
10 descend into the rush-hour
Tube m the immediate after-
math. 1 was aware of a power-
ful citrus haze surrounding me,
and although | tried not to meet
anyone’s ghance, | was sure there
WEIE S0me Walering eves in my
vicinity, {1 should add that a cous
ple of hours later, out in the open
air, I was reliably informed that
there was no more than a sugees.
tive hint of the lovely aroma.)

The Limes i on the verge
of replacing my cumrent day-
time fave, Floris No. 89, The
latter was also the choice of lan Fleming's
James Bond, but it’s safe to assume that (007
was associated with Trumper's too, because
wie now know that MIG was based a few doors
away, The proximity of the service is appar-
ently one of the factors behind the discretion
for which the company s known, One specific
manifestation of this is that each chair has its
own heavy velvel curtain which can be drawn
to create & private booth, a feature particularly
appreciated by those requiring tinting or hair-
piece fitting, Mr Gary offered to close the cur-
tain for me, but 1 insisted that they remained
resolutely open. I needed everyone to know
that while T may be mature encugh to enjoy
the Trumper’s experience, | am still in posses-
sion of my own, non-silvery, hair,
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TAYLOR OF OLD BOND STREET
T4 Jermyn Street. London SWI

Tel: 020 7930 554445321
wiww.layloroldbondst co.uk

GEO. F. TRUMPER

9 Curzon Street, London W

Tel: 0240 7499 1850
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TRUEFITT & HILL, LONDON
Tl 5t James's Street, London SW1
Tl 020 7493 5496

www truefittandhill.co.uk
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